Activity Tool 11-6

Approaches for Dealing with

Ability Differences in Schools and Classrooms

(Peterson, Tamor, Feen, & Silagy, 2002)

Directions: This table describes the range of strategies that schools and teachers use to deal with students with differing abilities. Describe how these are used in schools and classes that you know. How might teachers and schools move toward the bottom of the list? 

	1. One size fit all <–> segregation: Teach all at the same level, send those who don’t fit to separate classes or schools. 
	

	2. Stable ability grouping: Cluster students across classes by perceived ‘special need’ and ability group for instruction within a class. 
	

	3. Pull-out and pull-aside instruction: One-on-one help, delivered in a remediation or parallel curriculum mode, often at the back or side of the class. 
	

	4. Adapting curriculum: Individual adaptations for students for whom the existing curriculum is either too challenging or too easy. 
	

	5. Differentiated instruction: Instruction designed to have students work at different levels in different groups and on different tasks in the classroom. 
	

	6. Authentic, multi-level teaching: Designing instruction so that students may function at multiple levels of ability, engaging in authentic learning, receiving support, yet learning in heterogeneous groups and situations.

	


	Strategies for Change

Toward Authentic Multi-level Teaching




