Activity Tool 11-4

Teaching Approaches

(from Zimmelman, Daniels, & Hyde, 1998)

Directions: Use this synthesis of recommendations to improve teaching practice to evaluate a classroom you know well or observe. Estimate the percentage of time spent on each type of teaching approach. You can also ask other teachers to estimate this themselves. (Note that the total may be more than 100% since some strategies often occur simultaneously.) Discuss your results. What is the likely impact on students who have abilities lower than “grade level” and those who are far above grade level? 

	Traditional


	Best Practices

	· Whole class, teacher-directed instruction (e.g., lecturing).

· Student passivity: sitting, listening, receiving, and absorbing information. 

· Presentational, one-way transmission of information from teacher to student. 

· Prizing and rewarding of silence in the classroom. 

· Classroom time devoted to fill-in-the-blank worksheets, dittos, workbooks, and other “seatwork.” 

· Student time spent reading textbooks and basal readers.

· Attempt by teachers to thinly cover large amounts of material in every subject area.

· Rote memorization of facts and details. 

· Emphasis on competition and grades in schools. 

· Tracking or leveling students into ability groups.

· Use of pull-out special programs. 

· Use of and reliance on standardized tests.


	· Experiential, inductive, hands-on learning. 

· Active learning in the classroom, with all the noise and movement of students doing, talking, and collaborating. 

· Diverse roles for teachers, including coaching, demonstrating, and modeling.

· Emphasis on higher order thinking: learning a field’s key concepts and principles.

· Deep study of a smaller number of topics, so that students internalize the field’s way of inquiry. 

· Reading of real texts: whole books, primary sources, and non-fiction materials.

· Responsibility transferred to students for their work: goal setting, record keeping, monitoring, sharing, exhibiting, and evaluating. 

· Choice for students (e.g., Choosing their own books, writing topics, team partners, and research projects). 

· Enacting and modeling of the principles of democracy in the school. 

· Attention to affective needs and the varying cognitive styles of individual students.

· Cooperative, collaborative activity; developing the classroom as an interdependent community. 

· Heterogeneously grouped classrooms where individual needs are met through individualized activities, not segregation of bodies.




