Inclusive Teaching Guide

The final project students complete, on which they work all semester, is develop a guide for their subject and / or grade level that describes in practical terms the strategies they will use for inclusive teaching. This guide should draw from the text, class-based learning activities, guest, presentation, resources, and other information students possess. The Guide should be a practical took that students can use. This Guide is intended to include narrative writing that students do themselves. Students are encouraged to draw from many resources, including those provided in class. However, the Guide is not to be a compilation of handouts and resources they gather and organize in a binder. Rather, the Guide is to be a description regarding how students will function as an effective, inclusive general or special education teacher. I provide examples of previous students’ Inclusive Teacher Guides on the Blackboard site. I suggest to students that they think of the Guide as a document that they could show to a principal or other teachers that they would find valuable in improving inclusive teaching in their school or establishing an inclusive teaching initiative in a school. 

I have varied between having this as an individual or group project. Most of  the time this is an individual project. If I allow it to be a group project I also allow students who want to submit the project as an individual project. If students do work in a group I help them understand that the quality and quantity of the work must be equal to the number of students in the group. Groups cannot be larger than 4 people. 

A proposal for the guide must be included in the Individual Class Plan (see above). I ask them to write on one single spaced page one to two sentences explaining how they want to approach their Inclusive Teaching Guide. They are to indicate grade level (eg. elementary, 6th grade middle school, etc.). If secondary or departmentalized elementary, students indicate which subject or subjects on which they will focus. They also, indicate the perspective they will take. Choices include: general education teacher focusing on one class; special educator focusing on role of a special education teacher; administrator of support staff describing how support works throughout a building. If students are working with a group, each student should incorporate the same information in the proposal in the Learning Goals paper and list the names of their group members.

Over the years I have varied in the amount of direction and prescriptiveness I give students. For awhile each semester I gave more detail and was more prescriptive based on requests and feedback from students at the end of the semester. In recent years I have provided open-ended guidelines per the description above. I do give them a copy of the rubric that I will use that shows the major categories I would expect to see in their Guide. Not surprisingly, these are the categories around which the book Inclusive Teaching is organized.

I encourage students to not worry lots about the Guide as they are often intimidated. Often I get the question, “So, is this a series of lesson plans?” I say, “No, you might want to include some sample lessons. No this is a description of your overall philosophy and practice of teaching. It helps a lot when students look at previous examples that are available online. It has been interesting that students have had little practice and experience describing an approach to teaching beyond the very structured format of lesson plans that actually omits some of the most important aspects of teaching in most cases. 

Below are more prescriptive guidelines for this project that I have used in the past. 

The major class project will involve you in developing an Inclusive Teaching Guide in which you will have the opportunity to describe how you might apply the information in the class in a specific teaching situation. You will begin by describing how your school is now (Section 2), then describe how you think inclusive teaching and education should (and could) be done to include ALL students in your school (Sections 3, 4, and 5), and finally describe how you and others could work to change your school (Section 6). NOTE that section drafts are correlated with chapter readings in the text that you will do and learning activities in class. This is intended to help give you information and resources in working on this project throughout the semester. 

Resources for the project: you are expected to use the course text reflecting an awareness of strategies and approaches in the text in your project as well as other resources you have obtained from other classes or experiences. Finally, you must use at least three additional resources related to your age / subject. All materials you use should be referenced throughout the text and included in the references at the end of the project. 

Graphics and layout. You are encouraged to be creative in designing your document so it communicates effectively. Use headings, graphics, photos, webs (graphic organizers) and other tools to effectively communicate your information. These will enhance the product (and your grade!). 

Individual or group project? You may either work in a small group (2-4) or do this as an individual project. If you work as a small group, I will expect value-added in terms of quality and quantity. In other words, if you work as a small group, plan to present a more detailed, higher quality project than an individual would do. However, working as a team can be very valuable. In such a situation, you’d talk about each of your schools present status and change efforts. The Guide would need to articulate an approach that could be used in each of your schools and classrooms. 

Step by step guide. Following are step-by-step suggestions for developing your Inclusive Teaching Guide. 

Step 1: Select a grade level or subject. If at secondary level, select the subject on which you will focus. Elementary guides will focus across all subjects. If you are presently teaching, select the grade level at which you work and develop this guide for your present class. If you are not presently teaching, select a grade level / subject for which you are preparing to teach. 

Step 2: Draft sections of the Guide and obtain feedback from Home Team members and professor. Sections will be due in draft form throughout the semester. On the due date, you will provide a copy to all members of your home team and obtain feedback the next class period.  The professor will then review and give feedback for revisions. This feedback is intended to help you create a better guide. A grade will not be assigned on this project till the end of the semester. However, you can use ratings on the rubric to estimate how well you are doing on this major project. 

Step 3: Develop final version of the Guide. You will revise sections based on feedback and additional information you obtain and put together in a total document. 

Step 4: Class conference. We will have a Class Conference held scheduled during the final class period. You will present your Inclusive Teaching Guide in a format organized like booths at a conference or a science fair. You are expected to present this in an engaging form that can quickly communicate the key ideas. Presentation strategies may include: bulletin boards, videos, Powerpoint presentations, dramatic enactments, and other forms of presentation you may devise. 
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Preface. Provide a short description of the process by which you went about developing this guide. Include any useful reflective thoughts. If you did this project as part of a group, indicate how your group worked together and who worked on what parts. 

1. Introduction. Introduce your guide by describing your philosophy and goals as an inclusive teacher and any other useful information.

2. My school and where it is now. Provide basic information about your school to provide a context – eg. #’s of students, racial make-up, # of free and reduced lunch, general structure of the school – multi-age classes, teams, departmentalization in upper elementary, etc.; describe how education for students with disabilities and gifted and talented students is presently handled in your school and class; and discuss where you are in your journey as an inclusive teacher – experiences and skills (much of this you should be able to cut and paste from your learning goals paper). 

3. Inclusive teaching in the classroom 

3.1 Classroom design and assistive technology. Describe how you will organize and use the physical space and resources of the classroom to facilitate meeting the needs of students with differing abilities and learning styles. 

3.2 (a) Building community and (b) responding to behavioral challenges. Describe concrete strategies you will use to build a sense of community and respect in the classroom to meet needs and prevent behavioral problems and also describe proactive, positive strategies you will use to support and teach students who do engage in problematic behavior. 

3.3 Inclusive academic instruction. In this section, you will describe instructional strategies that you will use in subjects throughout the curriculum. Describe cross-subject strategies (like multiple intelligences) you will use and show in concrete form how you will engage instruction in each of the key subject areas. If secondary, provide describe how you will approach instruction in your subject covering the curriculum over the school year. You should reference how you incorporate and use any required curriculum and teaching materials in your school (eg. Open Court and Everyday Math). You should provide a rationale and explanation regarding how your approach will be multilevel and differentiated allowing students of very differing abilities to learn together well without stable ability grouping. Case study: Describe in detail how you will include a student with a cognitive disability and a highly gifted student in your class.  

3.4 Four lesson plans involving two or more subjects organized around a theme. Use a format provided in class. Aim to create differentiated, multi-level lessons. Use adaptations as needed. Describe in clear detail how a student with cognitive disability and a student who is gifted will participate in these lessons learning at their own level.  

4. Support for inclusive teaching In this section you will take the perspective of a special education teacher or other support staff. You will describe in detail how support for inclusive teaching will be provided in the school. This should include a discussion of the support team and system in the school; logistical issues such as scheduling planning time; and co-teaching and in-class push-in support by specialists 

5. Strategies for change. Finally, describe how you could provide leadership, working with others in your school, to move towards effective inclusive education and teaching. 

References. You are encouraged to use information from the text, examples of previous student work, and other resources. However, you must use references to cite where you obtained information and resources that you used. If directly copy information without citing sources, this is plagiarism and is the intellectual equivalent of stealing. (See policy on plagiarism below). You may use any style. However, I prefer the style used by the American Psychological Association. Get a style guide book or look in the library. 

