Class: ________________________

Choice Project Ideas

Following is a list of possible choice projects related to inclusive teaching. You may use these to select choices. These projects may also give you some additional ideas of projects you would like to do that you can propose. For example, you could propose developing inclusive lesson plans around a theme or conducting an investigation and writing a paper on inclusive education of students with autism. 

A. Analyzing schools and classrooms. 

1. Use the Whole Schooling: School Assessment and Action Planning Tool to evaluate  a general education classroom or a school as a whole that you know well. (Just check in the boxes practices on the positive and negative columns that fit what occurs in the classroom.) Describe in detailed narrative the classroom you evaluated using the categories and information on the assessment Tool. Analyze the results of your assessment related to lessons for implementing inclusive education effectively. 

2. Visit one general education classroom where students with disabilities are being included and observe for at least one block of at least two hours.  In addition, talk to the teacher about her plan for the time that you observed and how she tries to teach students with learning challenges.  Describe what you observed, focusing on the issues raised so far in class and in the textbook. Include a brief description of the teacher, the composition of the class, the subject matter being addressed, and teaching strategies being used. To what degree was this an inclusive classroom?  What issues must be addressed to make the classroom more inclusive (if any)?  What were the strengths of the classroom with respect to inclusive practice? 

B. Experiences of people with disabilities and families. 

3. Interview a parent of a child with a disability who is being included and supported in a general education classroom. Ask about their experiences with their child, professionals, and schools. Ask about their experience in inclusive education, what is working, and what is not. Explore the reasons for the answers that they give. What does this tell you? 

C. Making individual plans for inclusive education. 

4. Develop a plan for a student with a disability to be included in a general education class. Include the following components: (a) curriculum matrix; (b) a daily schedule showing supports and adaptations as needed (See chapter 4); and (c) a summary narrative description regarding how the student will participate in the general education curriculum. 

5. Observe in a general education classroom and pay particular attention to one student that is having problems. How might changes in the design of teaching and the culture of the classroom make a difference with this student? What adaptations might be useful? 

D. The Learning Environment and Assistive Technology

6. Visit a school that has at least one student included who has a sensory or physical disability. Spend a morning or afternoon with this student. Describe how he or she is interacting with the environment. What do you see that helps this student? What gets in the way? What might be done to help the student be more effective in the class? Where might you find the answer? 

7. Visit a traditional classroom that is organized with desks in rows and uses a textbook and worksheet driven curriculum. With the teacher’s help, identify one student in that class who is having difficulty. During a class, watch what goes on. What are the needs of this student based on what you see and know from the teacher? How is the use of space, teaching resources, and learning tools helping or hindering his or her learning? What might be done to improve learning for this student? What might be the impact on other students if you were able to make these changes? 

8. Use the chart in Figure 14-7. With other teachers or with your students, do an analysis based on the idea of “Disability Analysis for Learning”. Talk about different disabilities and problems they present. Identify practical ways that the classroom could be structured to accommodate this disability. If these solutions were integrated into the ongoing design of the class, how would other students benefit? 

9. Locate and visit an assistive technology center in your area. Talk with staff of the center. Investigate and describe briefly the resources they have, how the center is used, how friendly it feels for children, families, and teachers. Describe how these resources might be used to assist inclusive teaching? 

10. Visit a classroom in which technology is being used to assist students with mild learning challenges as well as students with more severe disabilities. What do you see happening? Does technology help the person be part of the curriculum and class? How do the teacher and other kids react? How ‘transparent’ is the technology in the class? 

E. Multi-level Instruction and Adaptations

11. Develop a thematic unit based on the Four Building Blocks using the following steps: 

· Sketch the learning goals you have and the learning activities you want to use. Think creatively and about active learning. 

· Make a list of learning activities that are engaging.  

· Decide how you may scaffold student learning. Write these ideas down.

· Use the multiple intelligences grid to check your activities against the intelligences. If there’s not a good balance revise and check again. 

· Use the information on learning styles to look at your classroom and the activities you’ve designed. See if you have ways that different learning styles can be accommodated. If not make revisions. 

· Provide a brief narrative that describes how to implement these activities, how they will work with students with different levels of ability learning together – eg. students functioning 3-4 years below grade level and those functioning 3-4 above grade level. 

12. Analyze your typical teaching strategies by developing a rubric based on the Four Building Blocks for inclusive teaching in Chapter 6. How much are you using these strategies without knowing it already? What do you learn out of this process? What questions arise? How might you improve and strengthen? Identify 3 ways you will do this.

13. Keep an ‘adaptations journal’ for a week in which you jot down adaptations you make ‘on the fly’ daily related to teaching activities in the classroom. What does this tell you about areas in which you could improve? Good strategies you are using of which you weren’t even aware? 

14. Observe in a general education classroom and talk with the teacher about the lesson and how he/she worked with students with learning challenges. Make a list of adaptations in Chapter 9. Put a check besides those that you observe. Describe what you saw. What did you learn about helping students with learning challenges succeed in inclusive classrooms? What questions does this raise? 
15. Identify a student in a class who is having difficulty in a general education class. Try to understand this student and design a few lessons for the whole class that use one or more of the six best practices but would specifically be helpful for this student. What did you learn? How did this student and the total class respond? 

F. Community Building and Positive Behavioral Support

16. Make a checklist based on the practices of building community we have described in this book. Visit a class in a local school. Observe and talk with the teachers. Describe community-building practices you do and do not see being used. What is the impact on behaviors and learning of students?

17. Interview a parent of a child who has been having ‘behavioral problems’ in a local school who also attends a general education class. What has been occurring in the classroom? How is community built in the classroom and how has the teacher? What conclusions might you draw? 

18. Locate a school that uses peer buddies and mentors. Observe and interview students involved in this process. What do they think? How does it help them learn? How do they feel about the process? 

19. Locate a school that uses circles of friends.  Observe a meeting and / or interview the students involved.  How do they feel about this responsibility? How has it enriched their lives? How has it changed the life of the student they are helping?

20. Find a general education teacher who is having problems with children in his or her class. Visit the class. Who in the class is having problems and of what kind? What needs are being communicated through behaviors? How is teacher meeting or not meeting student needs, helping or hurting? What does this tell you about community building and pro-active responses to problem behaviors? What recommendations would you make? 

21. Visit a general education class that is including a student who has challenging behaviors that are affected by his disability. What does the student do and how do the teacher and the rest of the class respond? What is the student trying to communicate with his/her behavior? What would you recommend and why? 

22. Interview a parent of a child who has had behavioral problems in school (general education, not segregated). What do you think about what has happened and why? Would you recommend changes? If so what and why? 

23. Observe a student with autism included in a general education class who has a history of behavior problems. Review his past history and plans for responding to his behavior. What is the student doing and what do you think behaviors might communicate? What recommendations do you have? 

24. With one or two other teachers, identify the 2-3 children in your school who are having the worst behavior problems. Bring together a group who brainstorm ideas to help these students and provide the teacher support. For each student: 

· Identify the behavior. 

· Seek to understand why the behavior is occurring. What need is being communicated? 

· Develop some ideas that focus on helping the student meet his or her needs in a more positive way while assuring that other students and the teacher have their needs met as well. 

· Think together about how this student’s situation relates to community in the school or it’s lack. 

· Meet together periodically to assess what is happening and use this as an opportunity to learn. 

G. Providing support for inclusive teaching. 

25. Visit two classrooms, one in which effective in-class supports are operating and the other in a school that has a reputation for not supporting teachers and where special education uses a “pull out” model. Talk with the teachers and students. Ask the teachers about problems and challenges with students. What support do they receive and what is the impact? 

26. Interview and observe a paraprofessional who provides support to students with disabilities in a general education classroom. Describe the role of the individual. Critique the effectiveness of the role. What issues are apparent that need to be addressed? What recommendations for improvement do you have? 

H. Inclusion in Postsecondary Education

27. Visit a university or community college and talk with the people who provide support services for students with disabilities. Describe and critique the services they provide. 

28. Interview a student with a disability who is attending a university or community college. What has their experience been in making the transition to postsecondary education? What was helpful and what not? What has been their experience in the university or college? Again, what has been helpful and what not? What problems and successes have they experienced? Describe their responses, discuss the lessons learned, and critique supports and services received. 

H. Teacher leadership for change for inclusive schooling

29. Talk to people in your school and in your school district. Find out initiatives, studies, work groups that have addressed the issue of inclusion, least restrictive environment, differentiated instruction, and related topics? Who was involved? Talk to them and ask them what happened. What recommendations do you have for linking these together to help create an inclusive school? 

30. Develop an action plan for your own class and for yourself to provide leadership moving your school to inclusive education using suggestions in Chapter 16 and other resources. 
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